
 FERRIS – Economically 
things are happening in Ferris, 
and residents and visitors 
alike are about to see the fruits 
of the city’s hard labor starting 
later this year and into 2018.

The Ferris City Council 
and Economic Development 
Corporation recognized that 
luring retail and restaurants 
are a top priority and officials 
have been hard at work  
pursuing potential retailers, 
businesses and eateries.

A new Taco Bell and a 
Dickey’s Barbecue Pit are on 
course. Taco Bell has been in 
the works for some time,  said 
Ferris Economic Development 
Director Overeynder.

The Taco Bell will be  
constructed by Valley Bell 
Enterprises and will be built 
at the Northeast corner of  E. 
8th Street and Interstate 45 and 
should be open in December.

“We also have a shopping 
center planned for development 
in 2018,” Overeynder said.

The shopping center will be 
a phased process with the first 
phase being approximately  

65,000 square feet. The final 
phase of  the projects is 
expected to be approximately 
200,000 square feet.

The Catering Guy LLC will 
open Dickey’s Barbecue Pit 
along Interstate 45.

Dickey’s aims to capture at 
least $1.2 million of  the $15.82 
million in annual restaurant 
sales in the area. The Dickey’s 
is slated for January.

With a location on I-45 that 
sees about 44,000 cars a day 
traveling along this route, it 
is certainly doable. Targeted 
Industries under the city’s 
strategic plan for the Interstate 
45 Corridor and the Downtown/
Main Street region include a 
blueprint to capitalize on the 
strengths of  the city.

Many retail sectors are 
looking to the City of  Ferris 
and because of  the resources 
available to the development of  
retail, as the city continues to 
see robust growth in this area. 
Access to major highways, 
a large trade area, growing 
demand, and location just 
minutes from downtown Dallas 

are a few reasons that retailers 
within Ferris have decided to 
relocate or open in town . 

“It is because of  a strong 
demand from a large populace 
that we are targeting 
department stores, clothing 
stores, grocery stores, 
restaurants, entertainment 
and recreation, and medical 
services of  both emergency 
and non-emergency to locate 
within the City of  Ferris.” 
according to the city’s website.

Overeynder said the City 
of  Ferris is continuing to 
work with additional retailers 
that will compliment what 
is already coming to the city. 
But even the retail segment is 
changing drastically.

“No longer are jobs seen as 
back breaking hard work,” 
said Overeynder said. “This 
industry  (retail) has had to 
adapt like a lot of  industries 
and have adopted automation. 
It used to be clothing and 
department stores were a 
major anchor of  retail hubs, 
but now it’s also entertainment 
driven.”
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